‘|here are a number of
things that most of us
are willing to accept
as par for the course
when it comes to driv-
ing old trucks. Sure they might rattle
a bit, the windlace might whistle,
and the floor and firewall might get

a little hotter than we’d like, but hey,
that’s just part of the whole experi-
ence, right? But there are a number
of other things that most of us are
not willing to accept and are easily
upgraded to make the driving experi-
ence much more enjoyable.

TILT Al

...Made Easy

Things like disc brakes and

updated suspension designs not
only make the truck more comfort-

: able, but also add a heavy dose of
safety to a vehicle that’s design is

: not up to par with today’s demands.
Other things, like power windows, air :
conditioning, power steering, and tilt :
: steering columns are creature com-

.: forts that many of us have come to

: expect from our rides.

It was with this in mind that |

decided to update the '68’s steering
from a manual box with a 17-inch
: wheel atop the stock column to

ID TURN...

power steering, a tilt column, and
the reduced-diameter 15-inch wheel
from last month’s restoration story.
The goal was to get the steering
duties for the 68 more in line with
what a contemporary truck would
feel like. And with the long wheel-
base, an easier time steering the
beast was starting to sound really
good!

So | made a few phone calls and
with a little legwork | soon had all
the components to match up the
stock steering wheel to the power
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CPP’s kit comes with new
billet-aluminum adjust-

ing sleeves, which allow
for super easy align-

- ment, and once locked
etlght that alignment
Iwon t change

‘ To prevent the threads from galling due to the aluminum versus steel
; ccmpcnent anti-seize is applled to the tie-rod end -

exceed Iactcry specs. A new
pitman and idler arm round
oul ;the package

A new rag joint enstIeeve
allow the box to be mated
to the column via a %-inch

- » either end.
DD shatt. : ,

: the power steering pump.

Once in place the billet adlusters are locked down usmg the Iock nu

: Mounting the engine accessories created a slight problem as the

: early heads were not drilled out to accept any brackets. Alan Grove

: Components solved this problem for us by providing a set of hrackets
. and pulleys to ensure all the accessories will line up nicely, including




| Ti_lt and Turn... >

: As | mentioned last
: month, the stock steer-
/ : ing column and wheel
4 : were looking pretty
: rough so it was decid-
: ed to replace them
. both when it came time
: to do the power steer-
: ing upgrade.

The bracket uses the two lower front block holes as well as one of the
motor mount holts to give the power steering pump a very stable mount.

With the pump ©
bolted to the  :
" block, it was a

endwithits |

respective

| fitting to fin-

sh the pump ' :

| install.

© Removing the column is a fairly

: simple task. First, the emergency

: brake handle is removed, followed
- b}y tthe steering column retaining

: plate.




Before we install the new
column its necessary to
inspect and replace a few
‘| components as necessary.
For these, we went to one
i of glehlargesl rephruductign
- parts houses in the world,
- | LMC Truck. The seals

| at the top and bottom of
the stock column were
thrashed, so we decided
to play it safe and ordered
not only the floor and

| upper seal, but the lower
- seal retainer as well.

Inside the engine compartment, the firewall
retaining plate is unbolted from the firewall
and the clamp that secures the column is

_ loosened.

ast t noi Iest, the W|rm harness is dis-
connected.

Here’s a beautiful chrome version of the same
Retrofit Series tilt column we’re using from
ididit. These columns feature an eight-position
tilt, stock GM-style 3%-inch wiring harness,
%-36 output spline, four-way flashers, self-
canceling turn signals, knobs and handles,
and are compatible to stock GM steering
wheels as well as a number of three-, five-,
six-, and nine-bolt steering wheels via an
adapter. :

We opted for the less blingy, plain steel ver-
sion, so it will have to be painted before we
install it in the truck. For this, we’re using
the same Eastwood Hugger Orange two-stage
paint that we used last month to squirt the
steering wheel.




< Tilt and Turn...

Since ididit’s Retrofit Senes
columns are desngne o stock
specs, it was a sim|

sliding the column in
deciding how fa

| decided to go with
measurement

he U-j gh
ugh to mark ihe surface ﬂhe shaft
1o dimple the sha

with a length of

| %DD shaft. The first

tep is to determine the
gth of the DD shaft

y gt
onto the output shaft ut
the column and

inside the sleeve
assembly.




© Then a %DDx%DD U-joint is mated to the
: stock lower shaft of the column.

Mating the stock steering column to a new
power steering box is just as easy as using

a new column. All that's required is the DD
shaft on the end of the column be cut and
everything below that removed (stock manual
box included of course!).

? Thé same rag joint sleeve assembly is used
: at the box side...

...and it's the same
technigue to mate
the two, a simple
section of DD shaft.




< Tilt and Turn... >

Here’s the final assembly of the steering shaft, from column to rag
joint sleeve.

positions. From stock...

¥ continued from page 56
box. An eight-position tilt column
from ididit would be coupled via a
Borgeson vibration reducer U-joint
to a Classic Performance Products
(CPP) 700-Series Saginaw power
steering box.

The really cool thing about the

why there’s so many on the road
still) is that many of these upgrades
are simple bolt-ons. Later model

disc brake components will bolt right
up. Power steering components from
later trucks will bolt right up, as well. :

The CPP box used the same holes
as the manual box did and ididit’s
column slipped right in place under
the dash using the same mounts as
the stock column. Using an adapter
provided by ididit, the wiring har-
ness plugged right into the factory
harness as well. The only thing that

needed to be fabricated was a short

DD shaft to mate the column to the

With the newly restored wheel installed, you can see the difference in

: .lothe ﬁlll “up” position...

: ...to the full “down” position.

box, which took about five minutes
to measure, cut, and install.

In a day’s time, we went from

forearm-busting manual steering to

pinky-spinning power with the added
luxury of adjusting the angle of the

: steering wheel to suit one’s pre-

: ferred driving style or comfort zone.
'67-72 Chevy trucks (and most likely

| have to admit that I've never actu-

: ally had a vintage truck with a tilt
: column in it, though I've driven my

share of rental cars that had, and

: it's surprising the level of comfort

: that it adds. Though | have yet to
actually log some serious miles on
the truck, | know that it’ll pay divi-
dends when it comes to driving long
: distances, being able to adjust the
position and all. And anything that
adds to the level of enjoyment | get
from driving my old truck is worth it
: to me! GCT
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