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40 THINGS TO\
PLAN FOR WHEN
CONVERTING TO EFI

TEXT & PHOTOS: BARRY KLUCZYK

The comprehensive, self-tuning
kits from companies such as Holley,
Edelbrock, FAST, and MSD have
made EFI conversion a truly bolt-on,
DIY project, while the inclusive
control module kits from Chevrolet
Performance complement their crate
engines to make LS swaps amazingly
straightforward.

Yes, it is unquestionably a new
world of performance, but even with
products that make the project easier
than ever, converting to electronically
controlled fuel injection in your older
Chevy—whether you're going with a

simple TBI-style conversion on the
existing small- or big-block, or taking
the plunge with a full-on LS conver-
sion—involves more than simply slap-
ping on the throttle body, plugging

in a few connectors, and installing a
high-pressure fuel pump.

There are a number of supporting
elements required to get the engine
started and keep it running, from
wiring the engine to the controller
and the all-important fuel system
considerations. Thanks to healthy
aftermarket support, addressing these
issues is comparatively easy, although

fabrication of one sort or another is
highly probable. You just have to plan
for them at the outset of your project.
Weve outlined 10 of the most
common items and sub-projects of
a typical EFI conversion, which will
give you a practical idea of what you'll
be facing when you finally decide to
pull off that carburetor and bolt on a
throttle body. Nothing here is all that
complicated, and even moderately
experienced wrench-turners should
have no problem tackling them.
Dot let all the wires dissuade you.
Jump in and make the conversion! &
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ENGINE CONTROL
Inclizive EFI kit m
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their mounting bosses, a mass alrfiow meter, a
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FUEL PUMP FUEL TANK
IN-TANK VS. INLINE CONSIDERATION
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FUEL TANK VENTING

lust lilen i 2 carbunetesd EYSInm, [rOpes
fusl tank venting i= essential lor pre
venting vaporiock. fuel shozh, tusl odor
and more. Infact, B5 even moreof a
concern with EF a< the eturn system
I% bringing hot fu=] back to The tank,
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Uniess you're using a factory-style retusnless fuel system, your
EF] comersian i poing to requine & fuel returmn Line from the
engine back o the fusl tank That's a V- inch fuel hose for the
vast e ity of systams. i youre going withan afweemarket. BFl-
commpatible fusl tank i just 3 matter of cutting the hese tnlength
[probabty amcnd 15-10 et o most vehicles) and conrecting i
If you'me retaining the stock fuel tank. it will have to be modified
o acrept the nesy fine. In manmy cases, you can modify the sending
it mochule by drilling the approgaate hole and TIG-welding on a
length of ¥-inch stalnless steel line. The tank itseif can be drilled
i there's mo ream on the sending unit, Youw'll also want o swap the
crigknal feexd hose from the tank o the engine with a new hosa
that's sultable for high-pressune fuel gection
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