


HITTIN' THEM CORNERS TOO FAST
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Jose "Pinky” Serna’s search for a
1959 Impala ended when he got a call
from his friend Bigg Slice who had a
complete '59 that needed a full resto-
ration. After negotiating a good price,
he was able to bring the '59 home.
“I've always loved the fins on these
cars,” explained Pinky. His friend
Bigg Slice also hooked up Pinky with
Louie and Mike at Classic Garage in
Rialto, Cahfom:a S
Ciassu: Gamae dld a full ﬁ‘ame

alternative. He spoke to VMax who
told him about the reliable LS motors
and took the 59 to VMax Restorations
in Norco, California, where VMax
and his crew swapped out the 327 for
a 2009 LS3. Pinky decided to have LS
engines on all his cars after seeing how
much more reliable they are,

“I built the car so that I can have it
at church for our wedding”” His wed-
dmg date was sef for ]uly 4,2015 3nd '




1959 CHEVROLET
IMPALA

VEHICLE NICKNAME BODY/PAINT
Pinky’s'59 House of Kolor salmon
OWNER by Classic Garage
Jose “Pinky” Serna '3 sloum(’j s{sl;m“]
Alpine deck, Focal amps
‘Ezlrl\r)lgﬁ:‘.‘g[f and speakers
e INTERIOR
ﬁgms Dakota Dash and custom
— interior by California
ENGINE _ Upholstery
2008 LS3, billet serpentine, — =

aluminum radiator, and
Optima yellow top battery

14-inch Truespoke

by VMax Restoration wires with original
1959 knock-offs /

SUSPENSION 14-inch Premium

CPP front disk brakes ‘ Sportway 5.20s
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The '50s were coming to a close, and many things
were rapidly changing. Rock and roll suffered a
heavy blow when Ritchie Valens, The Big Bopper,
and Buddy Holly perished in what became known
as “The Day the Music Died” Cuba became and
communist country, and Alaska and Hawaii
officially became the 49th and 50th state, It was
also a year of change at Chevrolet with some unigue
design touches, The introduction of the bubbletop
rear window was also paralleled by the one-year-
only cat-eye taillights, The El Camino was qlso
unveiled, only to be discontinued after the 1960
model and reintroduced in 1964. The Impala also
totally redesigned and became a separate series,
adding two sedan variations to their offerings.
Powerplants remained the same with the 235

six cylinder, and 283 and 348 V-8s. The longer to California Upholstery in Bell, California, where Joe
horizontal gauge cluster of "58 got another facelift and crew installed the pink vinyl, leather, and suede. They
with the round gauge cluster similar to that seen in also installed Alpine deck and all Focal sound system. The
'57. Even if youw weren't a fan of the '59 Impala in its ’59 was sitting outside the church during his big day and

entirety, with a total production of about 407,000 now he can cruise to all the shows with no worries.

total being buill, the steering wheel is now a prized Pinky would like to give a special thanks to his wife

commaodity among customizers. Patty, family, and his Maniacos Car Club members. Also
thanks to Junior, Louie, Mike and VMax for their help in

building the car in a short time period.




Another leather
and suede
California
Upholstery
creation!

Dakota Digital
VHX system.

Truespoke and
true. 59 OG
knock-off.

Jose Serna Owns a tow truck company called
Pink w i El Monte, California. He
a member of Maniacos for 15 years and is married
with kids. He's currently finishing up a 1963 Impala
convertible with an LS motor and has all Impala
convertibles from 1958 though 1964, He finished
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