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For more than 50 years, Chevy trucks were produced with a 
tailgate that required latch pins to hold it in place. Probably 
the most successful style was the curved hooks with chains 
that allowed the gate to be secured upright, or held laterally 
when opened. As a working feature, they are great, but on a 
custom truck, forget it. The stock latching system is bulky, 
noisy and tends to chip the heck out of a paint job. 

	
To rectify the situation, CPP designed a new form of locking 
pins that actually mount inside the tailgate, where they are 
completely out of view and cannot threaten the paint. The 
spring-loaded locking pin is housed in a 5/8-inch housing that is mounted at both ends of the round, upper lip of the tailgate. A few 
small holes are drilled on the inside of the lip for a knob that slides the pins in or out. It’s almost impossible to install them incorrectly. 
	
The locking pin itself even features a small, center punch on the end to mark the location of the hole that will be drilled on the bed 
flange.  With so many classic truck customers opting to delete the original hooks and chains in lieu of a more modern, personal appear-
ance, it only makes sense to check out these new locking pins. 

HOW TO
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Stealth Tailgate Latch Install
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The first thing to 
do is remove the 
locking pin and 
spring by remov-
ing the plastic 
knob. Then, posi-
tion the housing 
by centering it 
within the area 
of the upper tail-
gate lip. A center 
punch is then 

used to mark the center of the pin. 

Once the precise location is determined, a 
pilot hole is drilled with a 1/4-in bit. 
	
The housing 
measures 5/8-
inch in diam-
eter, requiring 
the use of a 
5/8-inch drill 
bit to create the hole into which the hous-
ing will be inserted. 
 

The next step involves marking the holes 
required for the single mounting screw and 
the lateral notch for the actuating knob. 
Precisely locating the holes is critical. 

	
Once the hole positions are determined, the 
mounting screw hole is drilled with a 3/16-
inch bit, while the two other holes, which 
will be cut out in-between and serve as the 
slide gap, are drilled with a 1/4-inch bit. 
 

Check the position of the new holes by slid-
ing the housing into the tailgate. Also check 
the holes by inserting the mounting screw 
through the housing and into the hole. You 
can see how the other two holes become 
the outer edges of the area needed to create 
the sliding knob gap.

To remove the 
metal between the 
holes, use a small 
cutting wheel and 
gingerly cut from 
one hole to the 
other, as shown. 
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Stealth Tailgate Latch 
Installation
CONTINUEDHOW TO

TECH

Since the cuts won’t be perfect, a small file 
is used to remove the extra metal and form 
a smooth opening free of burrs. 
 
With that com-
plete, install 
the housing 
in the tailgate 
and install the 
mounting screw 
to secure it in 
place. 
	

Reinstall 
the spring 
on the 
locking 
pin, along 
with a 
small 
amount of 

lithium grease, and insert it in the housing. 
 

By holding the 
pin in place, 
the actuat-
ing knob can 
be installed 
through the 
exterior open-
ing. This will 
hold the pin in 
place. 
 

By closing the tailgate and snapping the 
locking pin a few 
times, the point 
of the pin will 
mark the center 
for the hole need-
ed for the pin to 
lock into. Drill the 
hole out with a 
7/16-inch bit.
	

The pins come 
with rubber 
grommets that 
install inside 
the bed holes to 
keep the pin from 
wearing on the 
bed and rattling 
on the metal. 
 

With that, close the 
tailgate by hold-
ing in both knobs. 
When the tailgate 
is closed, the pins 
are released and 
will slide through 
the bed holes for a 
secure, tight fit.
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